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Alex Mickle outside the refurbished commercial center he purchased in December. (Steve Dreyer)
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q lex Mickle says he is a believer in the future of Poway Road.

Where some might see aging, worn-looking shopping centers and vacant buildings, Mickle sees real estate

opportunities and, most importantly, hope for the city’s primary thoroughfare.

Mickle is investing at least the next few years of his life - and over $2 million - as a sign of faith in Poway Road.
Last December he and investment partner Stewart Winkler purchased a two-story, 23,000-square-foot
retail/office center on the north side Poway Road, just inside the eastern city limits. The price tag: $1.8 million.
The new owners then spent about $300,000 in exterior upgrades, including new stucco, paint, landscaping and
parking lot repaving. Anchor tenants include a billiard supply store, a print shop, tack store, karate studio and
neighborhood market/liquor store. Mickle also renovated an upstairs suite of offices where his AVM Properties

is now based. The address is 14168 Poway Road.

“The center had good bones, but had been neglected,” Mickle said.
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Now that the exterior work has been completed, he’s holding an open house for the public from 5 to 8 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 10. Tacos and craft beer will be served.

The center had been on the market for an extended period of time, Mickle said. He and his partner were fourth

in line to buy it after the previous three pending sales fell through.

“I’'d saved as many peanuts as I could” to afford the purchase, Mickle said. Some of the cash came from a

successful renovation of a similar property in North Park he and Winkler had achieved, he said.

His research disclosed that the center was once known as the “Lincoln Center,” but he’s not sure why. The
renovated center will not have a name, Mickle said, because he doesn’t think it matters. What does matter to

him is that the property is located near a busy three-way intersection and 33,000 vehicles pass by it every day.

Mickle, 38, has 16 years in the commercial real estate business and has been involved in developments

throughout the city of San Diego. This is his first project in North County.

To say that he is “all in” on Poway is an understatement. His and his wife Kailyn, a 2000 Poway High School
graduate, have moved to the “City in the Country” and plan to raise their two young daughters here. He’s joined
the Poway Chamber of Commerce and is already networking with other commercial real estate agents with

listings along Poway Road to get a pulse on what’s going on.

To hear Mickle talk, the pulse is strong. Noting that some of his conversations were private, Mickle said he’s
aware of another older Poway Road center preparing for a major exterior upgrade and a couple of potential new

businesses, including two high-end hair salons, are preparing to open in other centers.

Investing in Poway makes sense, he said, because of the high number of “six-figure” income families with
disposable income living in the immediate area and the fact that many of the older shopping centers are “prime
for redevelopment.” The typical center along the roadway has been owned for many years by the same families,
with the original owners’ children now in charge and having little interest, Mickle said. Poway Road also has a

number of smaller, vacant lots that could be acquired and consolidated into larger, developable parcels, he said.
“Something’s going happen,” Mickle said.
Copyright © 2016, Pomerado News

This article is related to: Poway

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/pomerado-news/news/local-news/poway/sd-center-owner-believer-poway-road-20161026-story.html 2/2



